July Blog from The Childminding Cafe, 2016
New Early Years Foundation Stage Profile template
The childminding cafe will have a new template available to download for members.  The EYFS profile template will contain a more detailed booklet that can be used within childcare settings to improve assessments of individual children.
Why should childminders implement individual Early Years Foundation Stage Profiles ?
The primary purpose of the EYFS profile is to develop reliable, valid and accurate assessments of each child at the end of the EYFS.

The primary uses of the EYFS profile data is explained below;

· Gives better information to parents about their child's development against the Early Learning Goals and the Charecteristics of their learning.

· Better support can be given during transition to key stage 1, by way of informing the professional discussion between EYFS and key stage 1 teachers.

· Gives a better understanding to teachers of what each child's needs are, in order to plan an effective, responsive and approriate curriculum.
What will childminders be able to access within the profile ? 
· A completed EYFS profile consists of 20 items of information

· The Attainment of each child assessed in relation to the 17 Early Learning Goal descriptors

· A short narrative describing the three charecteristics of effective learning

· Assessments will be based primarily on observatioon of daily activities and events

· Child care providers should observe a child demonstrating spontaneously, independently and consitently in a range of contexts.

· Undertaking accurate assessments will take account of a range of perspectives including those of the child, parents and any other adults who have interaction with the child regularly.

· Childcare providers should determine whether a child is meeting the level of development expected (expected) at the end of the reception year by using the Early Learning Goal descriptors.  Also considering whether the child is exceeding the level  (exceeding) or not yet reached this level (emerging).

· Once the EYFS profile has been completed childcare providers must include a short commentary on each child's skills and abilities in relation to the three charecteristics of effective learning.

· In return this will support future curriculum planning, providing year 1 teachers with the correct information about each child's approach to learning
What is the EYFS profile assessment process ? 
Childcare providers must undertake ongoing (formative) assessments to support each child's learning and development during the final year of the EYFS.  In addition, must review their knowledge of each child using information from all sources to make accurate judgements for each Early Learning Goal.  This should be implemented in the final term of the EYFS.
Childcare Providers make a judgement for each (ELG) to determine the child's learning and development is best described by;
· The description of the level of development expected at the end of the EYFS (expected)

· Are they not yet at the level of development expected at the end of the EYFS (emerging)

· Are they beyond the level of develoment expected at the end of the EYFS (exceeding)
Suggestions for childcare providers to include when making a judgement:
· Observation of day to day interactions

· Knowledge of each child

· Materials that illustrate the child's learning journey including photographs

· The child's view of his or her own learning

· Information from their parents

· Video/tape/electronic recordings

· Information from other adults who have contact with the child 
What are the Areas of Learning covered within the 17 Early Learning Goals ?
· Communication and Language

· Physical Development

· Personal, Social and Emotional development

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understaning the World

· Expressive Arts and Design
The new EYFS profile template will become available early next month for members to download.  The childminding Cafe will announce the date it becomes accessible.
Thanks for reading

Donna
