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Child Safety Week takes place from the 6th - 12th June, our aim is to raise awareness of the risks of child accidents and how they can be prevented in the work place?  We have joined up with many organisations and the Child Action Prevention Trust (CAPT) annual campaign to help reduce the number of local children suffering serious accidents.
Introduction
Research indicates that accidents are the biggest threat to families.  Sadly, more than 14,000 people lose their lives as a result of accidents occurring in the UK each year.  In addition, millions have been injured or will become injured in the future as a result of accidental harm. 
Children learn about safety best through discussion, observation of the world around them.  By raising key safety messages throughout your everyday working practice with children will help them learn and change.
This year the theme of ‘Turn off technology for safety’.  We realise that technology is often a major distraction and can result in serious accidents occurring.

What the Childminding Café is doing to support child safety week in order to raise greater awareness in the workplace when caring for children?

· We continue to provide child safety resources, fact sheets, blogs, newsletters and good practice guides all in one place for childminders across the UK.

· Give advice to members of the childminding café when it is needed.

· We share key safety messages through regular online communication keeping childminders up to date with   legislation requirements and media updates.

· Encourage Childminders to share our safety advice, guidance sheets and suggestions to parents and carers.
 
What resources of information do the childminding café cover in support of Child Safety? A quick and easy readable resource all within one document covering all aspects of child safety in the home will be available to download for members from the first week in June.  These include: 
· Blind Cords                                                                                                       
· Cyber bullying
· Keeping Children safe from Button Batteries
· Female Genital Mutilation
· Strangulation
· Water Safety/Drowning
· Poisons
· Carbon Monoxide
· Other Barriers
· Whistle Blowing
· First Aid
· Falls
· Car Seats, Booster Seats & Cycle Helmets
· Safer Internet
· Choosing Safe Toys
· Fire Safety
· Hot Water Safety
· Glass Safety
· Choking & Suffocation
· Burns & Scalds
· Using Mobile Phones and Cameras
· Garden Trampoline Safety
· Road Safety

Please feel free to contact the childminding cafe if you have any suggestions that we can add to our Child Safety Resources.  We welcome your feedback, questions or queries!

What can Childminders do to raise awareness to making the environment a safer place?  
· Prepare fun activities with children to bring discussion around safety
· Talk to your child’s parents about safety
· Take children to organised events who promote child safety – Road safety officers, fire officers or police are always popular
· Organise an event of your own to raise awareness
· Incorporate follow up activities on a variety of safety issues regularly to maintain awareness and change behaviour strategies
· Talk about personal experiences that both you, children and parents have endured to create engagement
· Share ideas, tips and advice with families and other organisations
· Follow us on Facebook or/and Twitter and share the advice we put up with families, friends and other childminders.

Thanks for reading
Donna
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