September� 2016


Hi everyone,


The Childminding Cafe feel it is important to highlight some important requirements coming into place over the coming weeks that may affect your childminding practice.   We have highlighted some of these points and attached a direct link for you to read. 


Requirement to remove socket inserts 





Do you use socket covers to prevent children from inserting items into electrical sockets? 


The NHS states � in certain circumstances, the use of plastic 13A electrical socket inserts (sold as safety accessories), can overcome the safety features designed into socket outlets.





Important notice that you should be aware of:


  13A electrical socket inserts should not be used in health or social care premises, nor


 supplied for use in a home or residence


  Any socket inserts currently in use should be withdrawn and responsibly disposed of.





Understanding the reason for the regulations to be put in place:


The IET Regulations - BS7671:2008 (2015) and BS1363 (regarding the manufacture of sockets e.g. 13A wall socket-outlets, multi way adaptors and flexible extensions) require socket outlets to have shutter locking mechanisms fitted to stop contamination entering the socket tubes. 


Unfortunately socket inserts on the market do not meet any electrical or other safety standard and can damage the safety design of the socket or can introduce contamination into the live parts of sockets which could then result in an electric shock. 


For a full breakdown of the new regulations follow the link: www.ndna.org.uk/NDNA/Need_to_know/NHS_remove_socket_inserts.aspx 





Changes to Child Car Seat Law � Booster Seats





As previously touched on the current law will be changing again from December 2016, please note these changes will only apply to new products.  If you are considering buying a booster seat soon it is advisable that you consider the changes coming into effect from December this year.  The Childminding Cafe will be updating the resources available on the website regarding child safety to ensure they meet with the regulations set by Law over the next month.  





Thanks for reading





Donna





References:  -  www.ndna.org.uk/NDNA/Need_to_know/NHS_remove_socket_inserts.aspx 





www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/using-a-child-car-seat-or-booster-seat 








